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the room, as though he were acting according to
pfan. Such innocence of expression precluded any
imputation of guilt. As I talked I got up, rather
cleverly I thought, from the chair and he settled
himself on it, sitting cross-legged and comfortable
in preparation for his lengthy dissertation. As I
announced the concluding words introducing Mr.
Gandhi, I turned the microphone to face him. He
touched it rathef gingerly.
" Do I talk into this thing? " he inquired in a
low voice, which was nevertheless duly registered
in California. Then there was silence. With shut
eyes he bowed his head and seemed to withdraw
within kimself as though to gather all his energies
together, so that God might work through him.
Then he began.
" In my opinion, the Indian Conference bears in
its consequence not only upon India but upon the
world. India is by itself almost a continent. It
contains one-fifth of the human race. It repre-
sents one of the most ancient civilisations. It has
traditions handed down from ten thousands of
years, some of which to the astonishment of the
world remain intact. No doubt the ravages of
time have affected the purity of that civilisation^ as
they have that of many other cultures and many
institutions.
" If India is to perpetuate the glory of her ancient
past it can only do so when it attains freedom.
The reason for the struggle which has drawn the
attention of the world does not lie in the fact that
we Indians are fighting for our liberty 3 but in the